Embassy reports ... on this subject.   But I shall not repeat my
argument, as I believe we have already corresponded on the matter.
Yours,
BOY-ED.
Having prepared the ground for the Mexican affair,
von Papen settled down to several months hard work at
the Legation in Mexico. Strange duties came to him, the
like of which, if carried out by the Military Attach^ of
every country, would rapidly transform the world into a
greater mad-house than it is, if that is at all possible. He
organized the German Colony on semi-military lines and
the danger of an Imperium in Imperio began rapidly to grow
in easy-going Mexico.
A network of Agents was spread from coast to coast,
reaching up into, and joining with others in, the United
States. In common with modern methods of espionage,
much of this work was cloaked by the ordinary trading
activities of seemingly innocently organized merchanting
houses in terminal towns and ports.
Then came the Austro-Serbian crisis, which rapidly
developed in intensity, embroiling the whole of Europe.
Von Papen had done his work well in Mexico; he could
now turn his attention to the United States, whose im-
portance, either as friend or foe, to Germany, became
greater as the time went by and when each day might bring
with it that briefly cabled message " war declared ", with
all the glory and disaster that no other two words could
connote. He made his preparations to return to Washing-
ton, but before he went a report about the value of his
work was sent from the German Minister to Mexico to
Bethmann-Hollweg, the Imperial German Chancellor,
which disclosed inter alia, how thorough had been his
conversion to von Papen's way of thinking over the part
Mexico might possibly play in a general conflagration.
To the Imperial Chancellor.                                Mexico.
Report No. 192.                                                  July 21, 1914.
Captain von Papen, the Military Attache* to the Imperial Lega-
tion, has been here since 23 March. He settled down into the com-
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